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Libnuy's future
looks mruvelous

T

he most ~xciting news, of course, is
the appomtment of H. William
Heller as dean of USF's St.
Petersburg campus and Mary Grigsby as
director of the Poynter Library. Both are
exceptional professionals, and we in SAPL
welcome them.
I met with Mary and discussed what
SAPL can do for the library and what plans
Mary has for the library's future. She will
share those plans with us in upcoming
issues of The Library Conn ection. Suffice
it to say that SAPL's board of directors was
impressed with her background, credentials and experience.
I want to personally thank Jackie
Shewmaker for the wonderful job she did
as acting library director. We know Jackie
will be glad to get back to her normal
routine both personally and professionally.
In addition to the other wonderful
news, progress continues on the new
library building. Mary brought us up to
date and reviewed the architect's plans
with us at the last board meeting. We are
delighted with the layout, and it promises
to be a state-of the-art library with plenty
of room for expansion. An even greater
advantage will be taken of the beautiful
view the campus provides of Bayboro
Harbor.
Dean Heller and Mary Grigsby will
give the St. Petersburg campus a firm
foundation and a great future. The entire
community , as well as the students, will
benefit.

FALL 1992

Grigsby named library director
Former UM Columbia School of Journalism librarian takes charge
Mary Grigsby, formerly assistant to
the director of the University of Missouri
Libraries, recently was appointed director
of USF St. Petersburg's Nelson Poynter
Memorial Library.
The yearlong,
national search
attracted many
highly qualified
candidates for the
vacant position last
held by Sam
Fustukjian. The
former Poynter
Mary Grigsby
Library chief was named director of
USF's Tampa campus library in July
1991.
Grigsby is well-suited to lead the
library into the 21st century and oversee
the development of the new $14 million
library facility. In 1989, she traveled to
Nakajo, Japan , to open a Southern Illinois
University branch library and serve as its
first director.

"Reference service was a new concept
for many of our students, a<; were open
stacks and the online catalog," Grigsby
recalls. "I found playing a role in a
program designed to promote understanding between North Americans and
Japanese challenging and satisfying."
Multi- and cross-cultural experiences
in Japan also were a pleasant extension of
the years she spent abroad in Iran, Jordan,
and Bolivia when her father worked with
the State Department.
Besides her experience as assistant to
the director and director of the branch
campus library in Japan, Grigsby' s past
positions include reference librarian and
manager of the Newspaper and Census
Library of the State Historical Society of
Missouri, and journalism librarian for the
University of Missouri's prestigious
journalism school, the oldest in the nation.
She already has strengthened the library's
ties to the Poynter Institute for Media
See Grigsby on page 3

The "Please Interrupt" sign encourages patrons to ask librarian Tina Neville
questions a t the Reference Desk, the Poynter Library's main source f or information.

Library building
Quality defines campus dean
to be renovated
H. William Heller describes his plans for USF St. Petersburg
uality is a primary theme when
H. William (Bill) Heller,
recently arrived campus dean
and executive officer, talks about USF
St. Petersburg. He's most interested in
maintaining the excellence of existing
programs,
faculty and
staff, and
introducing
other valuable
programs.
Heller says
one of his main
goals is to
"build on the
great partnerH. William Heller
ship" that exists between the campus
and the community.
"The relationship reflects one of
the most positive town/gown relationships I've seen in a long time," says
Heller, acknowledging that the support
of the community is a major asset for a
new dean. Heller credits that support in
part to his predecessors and especially
to former interim dean Winston
Bridges Jr., who capably led the
campus for the past two years.
Heller recognizes the value of
relationships with the campus's
immediate neighbors, such as The
Poynter Institute for Media Studies, the
Salvador Dali Museum and All
Children's and Bayfront Medical
Center hospitals. He wants to become
even more involved with them and the
total community.
Heller believes USF St. Petersburg
has a ~nique opportunity to help youth,
espectally troubled youth, succeed in
public school and college.
He visualizes a program that would
provide neighborhood children the
opportunity to visit the campus
informally and participate in planned
programs that would help spark interest
and determination in staying in school.
"Both the campus and at-risk youth
have much to offer each other," says
Heller, who wants to involve area
~gencies and the public school system
m the program.
His other plans include the
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development of a professional ethics
center, which he envisions as a
nationally recognized program that
would fill a void in higher education.
The ethics program would build on the
resources already available, and
"involve the arts and sciences faculty
with professionals working in the
field. "
In the immediate future, Heller
will concentrate on ensuring the latest
technology is incorporated into the
planning and equipping of the new
library, slated to open in 1994. Part of
this process includes getting input from
campus advisory groups such as
SAPL.

He will focus on cultivating the
graduate journalism program and
expanding the information sciences
program in the College of B.usiness.
Heller also plans to enhance programs
in other colleges as well.
The marine science department, he
says·, is a major asset. He will work
closely with that faculty and with the
U.S. Geological Survey.
"I'm very impressed with the
quality of campus faculty and staff and
wish to take good care of them," he
says, adding that he will occasionally
sit in on classes taught by faculty, who
he believes "have a high respect for
students and an enjoyable relationship
with them."
Heller brings to the campus an
impressive history of involvement in
all levels of education, as well as
experience as an administrator of
Bryce Hospital, a state institution for
the mentally ill in Tuscaloosa, Ala.
Most recently, Heller spent 13
years as dean of the College of
Education at the University of North
Carolina at Charlotte. During those
years, the student population of that
university increased from 9,000 to
16,000. His involvement in a rapidly
growing institution made him aware of
the issues that must be addressed as
USF St. Petersburg also prepares for
growth and accommodating the
changing needs of non-traditional
students.
- Nancy Mcintosh

The present building will be
transformed into classrooms,
computer labs and offices when
the new library is built.
What will happen to the present
library building when the new library is
built?
From outside, the building will not
l<>?k much different. The only changes
wtll be the addition of three doors on the
ground floor and one door on the second
floor. The interior of the building, however, will look entirely different.
The first floor will become a mall of
student services. The central staircase will
be removed and a wide hall will stretch
from the existing entrance straight through
to a new doorway on the west.
The elevator and rest rooms will
remain as they are and new rest rooms for
disabled people will be added. The area
now occupied by Reference and offices
will house Student Affairs, Financial Aid,
Counseling, Project Thrust, Admissions
and Registration. The space now occupied
by reference books and offices will house
the Business Office, Cashier and Personnel.
The second floor will gain more than
800 square feet of floor space when the
central staircase is removed. The present
Poynter Comer will be transformed into
offices for the dean, associate dean and
support staff. The adjacent area, now
occupied by study carrels and the first
sections of the circulating book collection
will house offices for other campus
'
directors and a conference room.
The remaining south portion of the
second floor will be divided into five
classrooms. The north section, now
occupied by circulating books, study
tables and carrels, will be divided into
three computer laboratories.
The renovation will not begin until
the library moves into the.new building.
~e contract calls for substantial completion of the new building in September
1994, at which time the move could be
accomplished and renovation can begin.
The building should be ready for occupancy in March 1995.
Stay tuned for further developments.
- Jackie Shewmaker
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A really good Shew
tak£s a break

Deaths

Library mainstay Jackie
Shewmaker goes part time
Even though she's supposed to be
working part time, Jackie Shewmaker
often has been a full-time Poynter librarian. She spent five of the fifteen years she
has worked at USF St. Petersburg as
acting library director.
She's a
mainstay who
most recently took
charge when
former director
Sam Fustukjian
was appointed
USF library
Jackie Shewmaker
director on the
Tampa campus. Now, with the arrival of
new director Mary Grigsby, Shewmaker
can relax a bit and look back over the
progress the library has made over the
years. She's witnessed the progress
firsthand.
When she came to the campus in
1977, the library had just received a large
fund for books but no money for supplies.
"We ordered all these books but had no
pencils or date-due slips," Shewmaker
recalls.
Money was so tight that the librarians
had to reuse adding machine tape and
arrange to have pencils donated. Things
have changed since then. The circulating
books are no longer housed in the shower
room of the former Coast Guard Barracks
in A Building as it used to be.
She watched the library expand into
the current building, and the number of
volumes grow to more than 141,000.
Today, sitting at her comfortably
cluttered office desk, Shewmaker says that
probably the biggest challenge she faced
in those years was coping with the recent
large budget cuts.
"Most of what I do is fun," she said.
"That wasn't fun. But at least we didn't
have to solicit pencils this time."
Her personal goal is to keep on seeing
that the library continues to thrive. She sits
on a committee charged with planning the
new library building and its contents.
She enjoys her work and she's good
at it. "I feel that I'm doing something
that's useful , not something that just
anybody could walk in off the street and
do."
- Niela Eliason

Campus dean Bill Heller introduces
new library director Mary Grigsby at
her welcoming reception in September.

Fiction contest update
The first manuscript for the 7th
Annual Fiction Contest was received on
Sept. 2. Mailed after classes had been in
session for only a short time, this early
submission affirms my conviction that
students interested in writing and familiar
with the competition have begun to plan
ahead for it.
Members of SAPL should take pride
in sponsoring an event that has received
such an enthusiastic response. In the past,
the contest has generated more than 60
manuscripts in a two-month period for a
single competition.
This year's contest will be judged by
Rick Wilber, a USF assistant professor of
journalism who also is the director of
student publications and advisor to the
Oracle and Omnibus. Wilber edits The
Tampa Tribune's Fiction Quarterly, a
short story supplement, and has published
dozens of short stories and poems in the
United States, Great Britain, Ireland and
Europe.
Contest winners will be announced
before the end of the 1992 fall term.
-Rita Gould
Grigs by from page 1
Studies and has been a strong asset to the
new graduate program in journalism at
USF St. Petersburg, campus officials say.
Grigsby and her husband, Gary, a
former instructor with the UM's Columbia
School of Journalism, have settled into a
home on St. Petersburg Beach with their
newly adopted kitten, Ziggy. Her two
passions are reading and hiking, and she is
a strong advocate of multiculturalism.
She chose librarianship as a profession because she regards access to
information and knowledge as the
cornerstone of a free society. "I believe
education, and the libraries that play such

Dr. James K. McCorkle, a prominent
internist and medical clinic founder, died
May 11, 1992, at his home.
Dr. McCorkle came to Florida in
1950 from Minnesota, where he worked at
the Mayo Clinic. In 1952, he pooled his
research, resources and knowledge with
Dr. Charles K. Donegan and together they
founded the St. Petersburg Medical Clinic.
Born in Berkeley, California, he
earned a bachelor's degree in anthropology from the University of California at
Berkley and his medical degree from
McGill University in Montreal.
Dr. McCorkle was a trustee of the St.
Petersburg Museum of Fine Arts and
lectured on Southeast Asian and preColumbian art. He was a board member of
the Society for Advancement of Poynter
Library at the University of South
Florida's St. Petersburg campus.

Photography exhibit
set for November
A photo history of the civil rights
movement will be displayed Nov. 2 22 in the Poynter Library. Flip Schulke,
a photojournalist and curator of the
photography
collection at the
Martin Luther King
Jr. Center in
Atlanta, will exhibit
50 of his photos that chronicle King's
work.
Schulke also will give a public
lecture about his collection at 7 p.m.
Nov. 4 in Davis Hall130. A $3
donation is requested to cover the
exhibit's travel expense.

a key role in supporting education, are
crucial to social and economic development."
Grigsby received her bachelor's
degree in history and her master's in
library and information sciences from
UM. In recent years, she has studied
sociology and intends to continue her
lifelong pursuit of learning.
- Jerry Notaro

The University of South Florida
St. Petersburg
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Your membership entitles you to:
Free appraisal of rare books
or other documents
- Free copies of SAPL newsletter
- Participation in activities sponsored
by the Library and SAPL
-On-line bibliographic searching service
at reduced cost

Please indicate the category of membership
for which you wish to apply:

-

Annual gift:
- USF student
-Active
-Family
- Full service
-Patron
-Corporate
-Life

$
$
$

10

20
35

$ 50
$ 100

$ 500
$1,000 or more

Name
Address
City/State/Zip
Borrowing privileges desired_ _ Yes _ _ No (Full service membership or above)
Please send this form with your gift to Treasurer, Society for Advancement of Poynter
Library, University of South Florida, 140 Seventh Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701 .
Checks should be made payable to USF Foundation.
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